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REMARKS 

The Invention 

The present invention provides an embodiment that includes a server for 
handling messages transmitted to and from a plurality of clients over a network. The 
messages have addresses attached to them. The server includes a network interface for 
communicating with the clients by transferring a markup language using a network 
protocol, and a mail server for sending and receiving messages over the network. The 
server also includes a channels assignment manager for assigning channel identifiers 
to be used as part of the addresses, and a channel gateway for determining whether 
messages are authorized messages based upon the channel identifiers. 

The network protocol used by the network interface may be a protocol for 
rendering using a markup language rendering tool. In that case, the markup language 
rendering tool may be a browser. Furthermore, the network protocol may be HTTP or 
WAP. The markup language transferred by the network interface may be XML, 
HTML, SGML or WML. The server may further include a message store for storing 
the messages. The messages received by the mail server from the network may be 
filtered by the channels gateway before being stored in the message store. In that 
embodiment, the channel processing server may perform a preliminary function on 
the messages before they are stored in the message store. The preliminary function 
may be stripping channel identifiers from the addresses, verifying digital signatures 
contained in the messages, or decrypting the message. 

The server may include a personal channel agent for administering channels. 
In that embodiment, the network interface may have at least one channel control page 
for transmission to and from the client allowing the client to access the personal 
channel agent. The network interface may also include at least one e-mail 
administration page for transmission to and from said client. The channel control 
pages and the e-mail administration pages may be transmitted to the client as single 
markup language pages. 

In another embodiment of the invention, a method is provided for presenting a 
message to a recipient in a network. In this embodiment, the message has an address 
for sending the message from a sender to the recipient. The address includes a 
common address portion that indicates the identity of the recipient in the network and 
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a channel identifier portion for verifying that the message is authorized. In this 
method, information in the message, together with an identification of at least one 
correspondent from whom messages containing the channel identifier portion of the 
address are authorized, are transmitted to the recipient for simultaneous display. 

That embodiment of the invention may also include a step of providing at least 
one function for the recipient to manipulate the identification of correspondents. The 
function may include a function for closing a channel identified by the identifier 
portion of the address. 

The message information and correspondent identification may be transmitted 
using a markup language. The markup language may be XML, HTML, SGML or 
WML. The message information and correspondent identification may be transmitted 
using a network protocol for rendering using a markup language rendering tool. In 
that case, the markup language rendering tool may be a browser, and the network 
protocol may be HTTP or WAP. The channel identifier portion may be a substantially 
unguessable portion of the address. 

In yet another embodiment of the invention, a method is provided for 
authenticating mail sent through a network from a first correspondent to a second 
correspondent. The method includes assigning a channel identifier for use by the first 
correspondent in sending messages addressed to the second correspondent. The 
channel identifier is stored in an open channel database. 

A message addressed using a modified address of the second correspondent is 
then received through the network from the first correspondent. In that message, the 
address contains the channel identifier identifying the second correspondent in the 
network. It is then verified that the channel identifier in the modified address is in the 
open channel database. If so, then information derived from the message and 
information derived from the open channel database is transmitted through the 
network to the second correspondent for simultaneous display. 

Another embodiment of the invention provides a method for presenting a 
message to a recipient in a network. The message has an address to send the message 
from a sender to the recipient. The address includes a common address portion that 
indicates the identity of the recipient in the network and a channel identifier portion 
for verifying that the message is authorized for delivery to the recipient. The method 
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includes transmitting to the recipient for simultaneous display, an e-mail 
administration pane and a channel administration pane. 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1 -33 are pending are pending in the application. 

Claims 16-18, 24-26, 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Greenstein (U.S. Patent No. 6,266,692). 

Claims 1-9, 12-14, 19-23 and 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Greenstein (U.S. Patent No. 6.266,692) in view of Birrell et 
al (U.S. Patent No. 6,185,551). 

Claims 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Greenstein (U.S. Patent No. 6,266,692) and Birrell et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,185,551) 
as applied to Claim 8, and further in view of Liu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,760,752). 

Claim 1 5 has been canceled. 

Claims 34 and 35 are new. Claim 34 incorporates the recitations of former 
Claim 15 and all the claims from which it depended. Claim 34 incorporates the 
certain recitations of former Claim 15. 

Claims 16-18, 24-26, 32 and 33; Rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 

Claims 16-18, 24-26, 32 and 33 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Greenstein (U.S. Patent No. 6.266,692). Greenstein discloses a 
method of providing a specialized e-mail having a passcode field and an e-mail client 
specially adapted to include an additional program structured to check the passcode 
field and to verify that a code located in the passcode field is approved by a user. 
Greenstein does not, however, disclose a "message having an address for sending the 
message from a sender to the recipient wherein the address comprises a common 
address portion that indicates the identity of the recipient in the network and a channel 
identifier portion for verifying that the message is authorized," as recited in claim 16. 
That is, the channel identifier portion of the present invention is incorporated into the 
address field which is a standard field accepted in all e-mail protocols. Greenstein 
relies on a special field to which an e-mail client must be adapted to use. See Col. 4, 
lines 27-28. 
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As stated in MPEP §2131: 

A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set 
forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently 
described, in a single prior art reference.... The identical 
invention must be shown in as complete detail as is 
contained in the ... claim. 

Verdigaal Brothers v. Union Oil Company of California, 814 F.2d 628. 631 (Fed. Cir. 
1987) and Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Company, 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, (Fed. Cir. 
1989). It is respectfully submitted that upon reading the Greenstein disclosure, one 
skilled in the art would not consider a method that incorporates a channel identifier into 
the address field of an e-mail as recited in claims 16 and 25 of the present application. 

Independent claim 16 recites a method for presenting a message to a recipient 
in a network, wherein the message has an address for sending the message from a 
sender to the recipient and wherein the address comprises a common address portion 
that indicates the identity of the recipient in the network and a channel identifier 
portion for verifying that the message is authorized. As the cited reference fails to 
disclose a method for presenting a message to a recipient in a network, wherein the 
message has an address for sending the message from a sender to the recipient and 
wherein the address comprises a common address portion that indicates the identity of 
the recipient in the network and a channel identifier portion for verifying that the 
message is authorized, the cited reference cannot be used as the basis of a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C,§ 102(e). 

Claim 1 7 depends from claim 1 6 and relies upon its dependency for 
patentability. 

Claim 1 8 depends upon claim 1 7 and further recites that a channel may be 
closed. Contrary to the statements of the Examiner, Greenstein does not disclose that 
a channel may be closed, but only that a passcode for an individual may be changed. 
As the cited reference fails to disclose that a channel may be closed, the cited 
reference cannot be used as the basis of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). 

Claim 24 depends from claim 16 and relies upon its dependency for 
patentability. 
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Independent Claim 25 recites a method of authenticating mail sent through a 
network from a first correspondent to a second correspondent that includes the step of 
receiving through the network from a first correspondent a message addressed using a 
modified address of the second correspondent wherein a channel identifier is added to 
an address identifying a second correspondent in the network. As the cited reference 
fails to disclose a method of authenticating mail sent through a network from a first 
correspondent to a second correspondent that includes the step of receiving through 
the network from a first correspondent a message addressed using a modified address 
of the second correspondent wherein a channel identifier is added to an address 
identifying a second correspondent in the network, the cited reference cannot be used 
as the basis of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). 

Claims 26 and 32 depend from claim 25 and rely upon their dependency for 
patentability. 

Independent claim 33 recites a method for presenting a message to a recipient 
in a network, the message having an address to send the message from a sender to the 
recipient wherein the address comprises a common address portion that indicates the 
identity of the recipient in the network and a channel identifier portion for verifying 
that the message is authorized for delivery to the recipient. As the cited reference 
fails to disclose a method for presenting a message to a recipient in a network, the 
message having an address to send the message from a sender to the recipient wherein 
the address comprises a common address portion that indicates the identity of the 
recipient in the network and a channel identifier portion for verifying that the message 
is authorized for delivery to the recipient, the cited reference cannot be used as the 
basis of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e). 

Accordingly, Applicant requests that the Examiner withdraw the rejection of 
claims 16-18, 24-26, 32 and 33 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). 

Claims 1-9, 12-14, 19-23 and 27-31 ; Rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 

Claims 1-9, 12-14, 19-23 and 27-31 stand Rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Greenslein (U.S. Patent No. 6,266,692) in view of Birrell 
et ah (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 85,551). The deficiencies of Greemtein are noted above. 
The Examiner further notes that Greemtein fails to disclose the use of a markup 
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language. The Examiner asserts that the use of a markup language, as in Birrell, is 
well known in the art and therefore the combination of the references is obvious. 
Applicant disagrees that Birrell is analogous art that may be combined with 
Greenstein. Greenstein relies on a specialized program that incorporates an extra 
field into an e-mail header. Birrell discusses only an e-mail having the standard 
header information such as "To," "From." "Subject," and "Date." See, Col. 7, lines 
46-47. Nothing in Birrell suggests the addition of a non-standard header. 

Moreover, the art cited by the Examiner fails to suggest a combination. As 
stated in, In re Geiger, 815 F.2d 686, 2 U.S.P.Q.2d 1276 (Fed. Cir. 1987), 
"obviousness cannot be established by combining teachings of the prior art to produce 
the claimed invention, absent some teaching, suggestion, or incentive supporting 
combination" (emphasis added) (attached as appendix 1). Put another way, "the mere 
fact that disclosures or teachings of the prior art can be retrospectively combined for 
the purpose of evaluating obviousness/nonobviousness issue does not make the 
combination set forth in the invention obvious, unless the art also suggested the 

desirability of the combination " Rite-Hite Corp. v Kelly Co., 629 F.Supp. 1042, 

231 U.S.P.Q. 161, (attached as appendix 2) affdS\9 F.2d 1 120, 2 U.S.P.Q.2d 1915 
(E.D. Wis. 1986) (emphasis added). Similarly, the court in, In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 
488, 20 U.S.P.Q.2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991), stated that "both the suggestion [to make 
the claimed apparatus] and the reasonable expectation of success must be found in the 
prior art, not in the Applicants' disclosure" (attached as appendix 3). 

Independent claim 1 recites a server for handling messages transmitted to and 
from a plurality of clients over a network, a network interface for communicating with 
the clients by transferring a markup language using a network protocol, the messages 
having addresses attached to them and a channels assignment manager for assigning 
channel identifiers to be used as parts of the addresses. As the cited references do not 
disclose the use of channel identifiers used as parts of the addresses and because these 
references cannot be combined, the cited references cannot be used as the basis of a 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a). 

Claims 2-8 depend, directly or indirectly, from claim 1 and rely upon their 
dependency for patentability. 
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Claim 9, which depends from claim 8 recites that the channel identifiers are 
stripped. As shown in Figure 3 of the Greenstein reference, the code is included and 
shown as an extra field of the e-mail header. Accordingly, as the cited references do 
not disclose that the channel identifiers are stripped and because these references 
cannot be combined, the cited references cannot be used as the basis of a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 12-14 depend, directly or indirectly, from claim 1 and rely upon their 
dependency for patentability. 

Claim 19, which depends from claim 16, recites a method for presenting a 
message to a recipient in a network, wherein the message has an address for sending 
the message from a sender to the recipient and wherein the address comprises a 
common address portion that indicates the identity of the recipient in the network and 
a channel identifier portion for verifying that the message is authorized and wherein 
the step of transmitting uses a markup language. As the cited references do not 
disclose a method for presenting a message to a recipient in a network, wherein the 
message has an address for sending the message from a sender to the recipient and 
wherein the address comprises a common address portion that indicates the identity of 
the recipient in the network and a channel identifier portion for verifying that the 
message is authorized and wherein the step of transmitting uses a markup language, 
the cited references cannot be used as the basis of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a). 

Claims 20-23 depend, directly or indirectly, from claim 19 and rely upon their 
dependency for patentability. 

Claim 27 depends from claim 25 and recites a method of authenticating mail 
sent through a network from a first correspondent to a second correspondent that 
includes the step of receiving through the network from a first correspondent a 
message addressed using a modified address of the second correspondent wherein a 
channel identifier is added to an address identifying a second correspondent in the 
network and wherein a markup language is used during a transmitting step. As the 
cited reference fails to disclose a method of authenticating mail sent through a 
network from a first correspondent to a second correspondent that includes the step of 
receiving through the network from a first correspondent a message addressed using a 
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modified address of the second correspondent wherein a channel identifier is added to 
an address identifying a second correspondent in the network and wherein a markup 
language is used during a transmitting step, the cited reference cannot be used as the 
basis of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 28-31 depend, directly or indirectly, from claim 27 and rely upon their 
dependency for patentability. 

Accordingly, Applicant request that the Examiner withdraw the rejection of 
claims 1-9, 12-14, 19-23 and 27-31 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 10-11; Rejected under 35 U.S.C. $ 103(a 

Claims 10-11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Greenstein (U.S. Patent No. 6,266,692) and Birrell et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,185,551) as applied to Claim 8, and further in view of Liu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,760,752). The deficiencies of Greenstein and Birrell as prior art references are 
discussed above. However, as noted by the Examiner, neither of these reference 
discloses the verification of a digital signature or a decryption step. Liu discloses an 
e-mail system that includes the use of a key system to transfer secured messages. 
Nothing in Liu discloses the use of a filtering system structured to limit an e-mail 
from reaching an electronic mailbox. Moreover, there is no teaching, suggestion, or 
incentive supporting combination of these references. See, In re Geiger. As there is 
no reason to combine these references, and no single reference discloses a server for 
handling messages transmitted to and from a plurality of clients over a network, a 
network interface for communicating with the clients by transferring a markup 
language using a network protocol, the messages having addresses attached to them 
and a channels assignment manager for assigning channel identifiers to be used as 
parts of the addresses and wherein the a digital signature is verified or a message is 
decrypted. As the cited references do not disclose the use of channel identifiers used 
as parts of the addresses wherein the a digital signature is verified or a message is 
decrypted, and because these references cannot be combined, the cited references 
cannot be used as the basis of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Accordingly, Applicant request that the Examiner withdraw the rejection of 
claims 10 and 11 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the remarks above, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
application is in proper form for issuance of a Notice of Allowance and such action is 
requested at an early date. 

Respectfully submitted, 




David C. Jenkins 

Registration No. 42,691 

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 

600 Grant Street, 44th Floor 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

(412)566-1253 

Attorney for Applicant 
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